Isolation and initial characterization of a new virus: Micro-Foci inducing virus or MFV.
Infectious and transforming activity was obtained from cultures of a large kidney tumour with very high N-myc amplification. The patient belonged to a cluster of neuroblastoma cases diagnosed in Southern Louisiana in 1986-1988. Infection with ultra-filtered supernatants from neuroblastoma cultures caused the appearance of small foci of rounded cells with neural features and the presence of virus was indicated by electron microscopy: the virus was called Micro-Foci inducing virus or MFV. Infected young adult rats did not develop overt disease, but 11/11 of the litters from infected animals developed a very dramatic and highly lethal syndrome which could resemble neuroblastoma symptoms. N-myc amplification disappeared in very early cultures of the tumour, but it was subsequently detected in MFV-infected cell cultures.